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Introducing 
CDR Frances Biadasz 
"I was not just issued a set or orders to 
come here. I requested this duty so that I 
could put what I had learned to good use 
for our Navy." This statement by CDR 
Biadasz is one of many that could he used 
to describe this remarkable woman as one 
deeply devoted to her cause-and her 
country. 
CDR Biadan, an instructor in Interna-
tional Relations and International Commu-
nism at the Postgraduate School, is a native 
of Massachusetts. She studied at the Wor-
cester State College, m:ijoring in Mathemat-
ics and French. After receiving her BS degree 
she taught in her home high school for five 
years. 
During World War II, soon after receiv-
ing her commission, she was enrolled as a 
student in the Naval Air Navigation School. 
ENS Biadiasi was awarded Naval Avi:ition 
Observer Wings upon completion of the 
course. She is the only WAVE in the Navy 
today to hold this designation. Her newly 
acquired knowledge was put to good use 
when she was assigned to te:ich Air Naviga-
tion to the cadets of the Free French Navy-
in French-at the Naval Air Navigation 
School in Oklahoma. 
Transferred to \\'ashington after the war, 
:rnd aw:ire th:it the world would face :is grc:it 
problems in "peacetime:" as it had faced 
during the war, she enrolled in January or 
1946 in the: Georgetown University Grad-
uate: School to study for a master's degree 
in International Relations. Taking evening 
classes on her own time and studying eve-
nings, weekends and during her leave peri-
ods, her classwork took £rom 1946 to 1950 
to complete. 
In 1951 she w:is transfered to Boston to 
be the "Mother Wave" in the First Naval 
District. There she used the library facilities 
of Harvard University to prepare in her free 
time her m:istc:r's thesis in the Cicld of com-
munist propaganda. The long coveted mas-
ter's degree was finally conferred in June 
of 1953. 
Back in Washington in 1954, there fol-
lowed more duty in the Pentagon and more 
evening classes. From 1954 to 1958 she 
studied for the: doctorate while working full 
time: first in OPNAV Personnel Planning 
and then as Special Assistant to ADM Ar-
leigh A. Burke who was Chief of Naval 
Operations. Upon completiou of class work 
for the doctorate, the Navy granted her a 
year as a PG contract student to prepare for 
oral comprehensive examinations and to 
begin writing the dissertation. 
The examinations successfully completed 
and the dissertation only started, CDR 
Biadasz was transferred to Paris. By special 
request of Dr. Theodore vonKarman, Chair-
man of the NATO Advisory Group for 
Aeronautical Research and 
(AGARD), she was gi,,en orders to be his 
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lrom Georgetown UniHrsity 
Special Assistant for International Public 
Relations. While stationed in Paris, she trav-
eled widely working on special projects in 
the various NATO countries with Europe's 
leading scientists. 
Her most memorable experience during 
this tour in Europe was the preparation of 
a press release in seven languages-with the 
assistance of the scientists concerned-and 
its reproduction on a hand operated silent 
mimeograph "machine" used originally by 
an anti-Nazi underground group during 
WWII. 
Even while traveling, CDR Biadasz never 
slowed her pace in writing the doctoral 
dissertation. After duty hours, while others 
took siestas, slept, swam or partied, she 
added page after page to the long three vol-
ume work. Finally in 1960 the 850 pages of 
"Defense Reorganization During the Eisen-
hower Administration" were completed. 
Often asked why she selected such a topic 
when her field is International Relations, 
she pllticntly explains that a nation's first 
and most important objective in foreign 
policy is national security. National security 
depends in large part on how well our mili-
tary forces arc organized. It can spell the 
difference between victory and defeat, be-
twen our foreign policy's success or failure. 
The Georgetown University faculty agreed. 
CDR Biadasz received her PhD. in Inter-
national Relations in June of 1961. For her 
outstanding work as a graduate student, she 
received the Gold Key, rhc highest academic 
award bestowed by Georgetown University. 
This key she presented to ADM Arleigh A. 
Burke as a symbol of appreciation for his 
long and consistent support of graduate in-
struction for naval officers in the field of 
International Relations ;md for his moral 
support of her own academic efforts while 
on his staff. 
With twenty years of naval service behind 
her, CDR Biadasz is f till working in the 
academic field-this time for her students 
at the Postgraduate School. To increase their 
knowledge, she devotes all of her duty time 
and most of her "free" time to preparing, 
improving and updating lectures, to making 
up lt.cture outlines to help her students, to 
writing informative "handouts" of informa-
tion not av:iilable in text books, and to 
grading examinations and term papers. 
"My students arc a <-hallenge," she says. 
"They arc mature, intelligent and highly 
motivated. I have a responsibility to them. 
They work hard. I want to meet them half-
way in this mutual effort." 
Reports from the students indicate that 
they feel the mutuality of effort and respond 
to it with enthusiasm. 
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